Dear Sol, 1 0/t?/90 

The attached obit on Robeit Gppenheimer is a reminder of several things to me, 
some of which may interest you, and I wondered if you knew him . He had a hand in 
helping me in about 1937 and later I knew two of his three law-firm partners, one of 
whom wa3 the brother of a respected economics professor at the University of Delaware 
when 1 went there. Him first. 

I was working for the Wilmington Homing Hews when Joe Gould was appointed to 
the emergency agendsy for which Joe Brodinsky worked, I think the NRfi^ the paper and the 
Associated Press wanted a picture of him. I've forgotten whether or how I got it but I 
recall that his wife wa s ver y distressed over it. For some reason she wanted no publi- 
city over what in those xx early New Deal days was regarded as an honor for her husband. 
Both Joes worked in the same suite of offices in the red-brick dbnk building on the 
northeast comer of 15 and N.Y. Ave., NW. 

I net Monroe Karasik, onetije the partners in the law firm, not long sifter he was 
out of law school and was working for^cjne of the wartime agencies having to do with 
economic warfare. That was about 194$W I was then in OSS's Latin American "ivision, a 
civilian, having been discharged from the army and transferred from OSS's Presentation 
Branch. T^e administration had decided to prepare what later wa known as its "Blue Book" 
on Argentina and I was in charge of the research for the economic section that was to 
show the Nazi influence in Argentina's industry and possibly finance. 

(Aside: Nelson Rockefeller was the high State official in charge of the U.S. 
delegation to the conference of the inter-Americas states at Chapultepec, Mexico, 
where FDR wanted action against Argentina preparatory to the organizational meeting 
of the UN, later held in Ban £ rancisco. On his own Rockefeller made policy against that 
of the administration and he refused to proceed with the case against Peron's argen- 
tima. The administration later decided to proceed on its original course at the San 
Francisco conference and I was put in charge of tne military aspects of the study to be 
made. But when I got to thinking about it, opposed as I was to the ^azis, of course, and 
to Peron's Argentina, ± concluded that doing too late what Rockefeller had prevented 
when it was timely was- bad policy, would be self-defeating and would damage US prestige 
and influence. So I asked to be relieved, the once-traditional course for a public 
employee, and was relieved, and the strong reaction against the US at San ^aancisco 
when it tried to keep Argentina out of the UN validated my belief and action.) 

I got to know Michael G 0 uld by accident when x farmed. I had a number of customers 
in the Dupont Circle Building and iL ike saw me carrying some of our poultry and eggs to 
customers. He asked me to see him in his office and then he asked me to stop off at his 
home and tell his wife what we offered. I thus also became friendly with his wife, Gladys, 
and they remained customers as long as we farmed. 

When I was on the Civil Liberties Committee and offieed in Room 155, where Ruth 
Shields was in charge of the files t at were kept there, she took a sort-of maternal in- 
terest in this brash young kid who worked so hard and such long hours for so small a 
salary, SI 620 a year. Bo she spoke to her husband, $ob, who .was a lawyer for the same 
sugar interests our friend Ben jniLlen, also on the committee, had left. Bob had fine 
connections in Agriculture and related agencies, (.historical sidelight- they lived in the 
Clara Barton house in the Glen Echo area.) Bob's intercesion had me interviewed by u ppen- 
heimer and C. Benham (Beanie) Baldwin, the latter Administrator of the Farm Security 
Administration. I was hired as ^eanie’s administrative assistant, was assigned an office 
I never used, a secretary I leg-Tnever knew, a phone I didn t know the number of, and sas 
detailed to the committee. At R3200 a year, which was less than the detailed alte kacker 
Wohlenberg got from whatever agency transferred him to the committee, was a messangee 
and he was so incompetent I was afraid to use him and was my own messenger to the Govern- 
ment Printing Office when had the time. 

Y;.u nay remember that the wrecking crew brought into the committee and seemingly 





headed, by Noobar Danielian, wanted to get rid of me bea use I was an impediment to their 
getting rid of other people. When they fired you and Charlie Flato and perhaps others, 
but I r,emenber the two of you, I said that if they did not back down I would quit. I was 
a real bottleneck because I insisted on perfection to the degree possible in what we 
published and I was in effect the publisher. Twice Dave ^loyd and at least once time with 
•“•lien Sayler, picked me up at my ap$ftment - no, I had quit/^nd took me to the Carroll 
arms to get me drunk and persuade me £.0 return, bpt I would not back down and the 
wrecking crew had to. Until they de‘3^e«d they didn t ^Lave a damn what the published 
volumes and reports looked like, when they phonied up a case of me having leaked to the 
Daily Worker. Well, I had nothing to leak and leaked nothing. I had, at 2?en.4ilen' s 
instructions, given a set of gali.ey proofs to u enry Z 09 ., then the Washington correspondent 
for Federated Press, the labor news service. All my time as editor I'd given galley proofs 
to the press a nd to others. But they w-_jited some kind of excuse and La Folletie agreed. 

When this happened I did not want to go to Farm Security, where I had this job. 

So Beanie kept me on the payroll for some months, without my having asked it, in view of 
the years, literally, of overtime I'd put in. 

I think that in part this was due to ny working with Pat Jackson to lobby through 
a continuation of the committee's life for the investigation of the Associated Farmers 
of California, the trade fcroup that so abused agricultural workers. Remember Steinbeck' s 
The Crapes of Waath? That is what the investigation was for. Pat stayed drunk and I told 
hjn what to do. '^his included things I'd never have dared with more Experience, but we 
were young and daring then, and those things all worked and the committee, over LaFollette's 
and FDR's opposition, was continued for that investigation. One of the tricks, if you 
did not know at the time, was to get Paul I. Anderson to ask FDR about continuing the 
committee and a press conference. Well, coming out against it on the record was for FDR 
1 -iVp opposing motherhood, so he had to give it the luke warm endorsement that did the 
trick. Anderson, St. Louis Post -Uisputeh, broke the TeaDot Dome scandal story during the 

Harding of the brazen things I thought of. One day 
when Pat was very drunk, even for him, and he was in my then office, Room 103, I sug- 
gested that he ask "Cotton Ed" Smith of u outh w arolina, to support the continuation. 

Smith was virulently anti-labor and a vicious racist and he didn t give a dj&n how 
little the Mexican farm workers and other poor people got. Re did what I'd hoped he'd 
do, he got up on the floor and made the most outrageous attack on the committee. He 
made it more difficult for Senator" s to oppose the committee and be associated with 
that extremist and he helped thgose not committed to side against him and for the 
committee. 

The first time I remember seeing Beanie after I was fired by the committee was 
at Pat Jackson's house the night John L. Lewis, Pat’s employer, made his "Plague on both 
your houses speech," plaguing FDR and employers, and endorsing Wendell Willkie for 
president. There were six to ten of us listening to the radio broadcast of that speech. 

The only one I remember with certainty was Ernesto Gallarza, who then was To^edano's 
Washington representative when Toledano headed the Mexican labor movement. x have a 
wague feeling that Ernesto then was or became a fink. They all wanted to read the 
speech but not one was willing to go to the UM headquarters or to face Lewis so I drove 
down and old bushy-brow^ himself gave me a mimeographed copy of it. His daughter and 
assistant who knew me , /^athrjm as 1 remember her name, wouldnot on her own authority. 

I don't know whether this was over my known friendship withjackson or whether they did 
not have all the copies she'd have liked to have for the press and for o .hers. 

To return to Earasik and Gould: I was quite surprised to learn wnile X still farmed 
that both were on Trujillo's payroll. He used lawyers as lawyers and as lobbyists. I do 
not think that u ould had a personal involvement in something done for Trujillo that lead 
to a real and very public scandal but I do recall that the papers did identify narasik 
with it. ■£ do not recall what was so scandalous. But it was ve y real and sensationalized. 
vjr 0 uld, personally, was someho&e involved, nit just as a member of the firm. 



1 


Soy did I have Trujillo connections, without ever having met him! 

I had customers in the la.< form of iiih' ;> second attorney general. The first didn't 
live to take office. He was from ^ 'Montana , and named Walsh. He married a Jpoung woman «nd 
died on his honeymoon, leading to tittering and titillation. Cummings headed the Conn, 
democratic Party. He was our customer, too. and I know his firm's services included what 
was not the practise of law. I remember, for example, getting Trujillo to give 850,000 
to help with some great tragedy in the U.S. Cummings had the influence but he was then 
pretty old, also with a youngerlOOtiSTwife , and other lawyers did the brain work. 

HifS wife and I got to be good friends but I had several probelms with her. One 
was not getting into her bed and the other was her alcoholism. She also got to like Lil, 
who she never met. She'd call up and speak tcjna when she was alone and not always when 
drunk, ft is she who got us into the most promising part ofi our farming business, Xmas 
presents. Once she tasted ^il's jellies, jams and preserves she wanted us to send them 
out as Xmas presents for them. Then she included the./poultry, and then the firm did the 
same .This included in a way I now do not remember getting a dozen of the individual- 
serving birds, which we won first ri>ize for the whole country with in a national compe- 
tition, to Trujillo. 

Trujillo also got them in another way, by coincidence. Through Ms military attache 
in Washington, a man who had many names of which I remember only Samuel Fernando Castillo. 
Nando was Truiijjo’s brother-in-law or sxx±bxx±h son-in-law, don't recall wMch, a 
playboy whose wife was by reputation a whore, literally and figuratively, not a figure 
of speech, and who remained in the Dominican Republic, Nando, a large and seemingly 
powerful man, was a drank and an excellent cook. Whenever Trujillo came to Washington 
Nando had to have some of these individual-size birds for him, prepared both by Nando and 
the Mayflower. (WMch also was a customer. I was fwiendly with its chef, Nick Sfrnrirsr 
Marcjpetelli , who once served 50 of these birds to a convention of some jewelers or 
watchmakers represented by the Cummings law firm.) Trujillo thought notMng of phoning 
Nando in the wee hours and telling liim to go to our farm and briny back some of these 
birds. Once when A 'ando didn t fleel like it or was too drunk to drive he phoned me and 
asked me to cover for him by saying that our supply was temporarily exhausted. 

I am pretty sure than flando was involved in the CIA's overthrow of the Ouatemalan'Sfr 
government, working on the ^fenezualan end. I know he was in Venezuela at that time and 
he smiled but even when very drunk would not talk about it. 

He was an amiable and friendly guy not. infrequently drunk when I delivered to Ms 
apartment early in the morning. O n ce so druhk he had me come in wijgile Ms drunken 
mistress was asl^ee close to entirely naked. (They later married . ■) frobably after Trujillo 
was assassinated.) One Christmas when we burned into each other on what was usually my 
last stop before driving home, at the Latin American grocery of a Paraguayan named Carlos, 
at 18 and Columbia Koad, he insisted that I drive Mm to his apartment for Mm to give me 
what he wanted to give to Ml. She stayed at the grozery and I returned with three bottles 
of expensive liquor, one of Scothh, one x don’t recall and one the finest aMsette I d 
ever tasted, SpaMsh, brand HI ftono, a good ^ame for what it could do to you. That time 
Nando was so drunk he forgot to put Ms in the refrigerator and it spoiled. 

So many things remind me of so many others and I ramble. I close with another 
Nando story. He insisted on my providing Mn with old cMckens, too. Once I asked Mm 
i mrftie wanted older hens than I had and he laughed and Said, "Harroll ( Ms accent but 
he ihad a good command of English), my friend, everytMng in*Sc life had a purpose. For some 
tMngs you want the young, for some things the old." He meant young women. Then he explained 
that for what he wanted to cook he had to have old hens because otherwise they'd cook to 
death, would fall apart. He could cook an old hen the whole day and it would come out fine 
the way he wanted to cook it. I suppose some ^omiMean preparation because in the poorer 
countries nothing that cooid be used won't. 

’M'Vi'U ' 

A bit kr^ on the Cummingses. When she did not answer the door I'd phone the office 
and speak to another customer, Hetty Wright. She would then see to it that what was 



necessary was done. I suppose this m .ant someone had to go there. 

The Cummingses had a magnificent large home on a large tract of land in th> Soring 
y fS^(Sjw?° Uth ° f llaSS * as 1 reca11 4600 Forest Lane. 

h ! eVer S0t the mone y to bu y after Cummings died and when about the time he 

Koto l^^STtSt ^ c re;5ident had b6en elected but Richard Nixon bought that mansion, 
frl tS ki^l CumEan Ss_ often had trouble with the stairs going to the floor above 
hersei? ?? ^ windars . and 1 am sure that at least once she fell and hurt 

, . . * had G ° nnectl0n witb w ixon but I had customers who did. So I got the warning 
to him that people fell down these stairs. I had nothing aginst his wife fS, not ^ally. 

was Presents frou the Cummingses, one we still have. It 

the ton and wd+h h °* ^ ^ 1S & Cut_slass salad bowl » witb a silver ring wround 
tne top, and with silver serving spoons. b 

smafa biSsf WaS V±Ce PreS±dent ° ne 0f Cur custone s did give Nixon a dozen of those 

bim as l ^son!* 3 ^ & N±X ° n St ° ry ’ ab ° Ut h ° W y ° U *** to kaow ^ to really hate 

most eff^t^ er |w ayS ° n ?*! i,iuni ^ ions investigation, one of the Senate's best and 

S 6r a ? USt ° mer ’ When he }jad been 0 defeated and was in private 
O'Brien 2 friendly with an older woman, who was Hiram Johnson's secretary. Lemma 
0 Brien. Remember that conservative California Senator, a Republican hho once alsTgot the 
emocrati c nomination , if I remember correctly? Gemma returned to California after'che was 

?S r v S r etary a 2 d She USed t0 aend 113 the most eno — s peaches 
size./^e lived on one of the enormous farms TTomSBTEl Solyo stanch. When Nixon &n for 

vice president she was enticed out of retirement by the state GOPs and persuaded to work 
in his campaign. When he won and wanted hefr/to join his Washington office shd refused. That 
she made clear to friends * is what she thought of him after she got to know him. 

he mqo I’n remxndeaofa Nye story, too. Partly a Spike Mauvious story. Remember him when 
was Nye a right-hand man in the Senate? Biding he ever drink with you in the Carroll 
Arms of an afternoon or evening? Well, once when I was in New York when I was dryin g 

1°^ and a Priead Nate Goldberg, on the staff df the Newspaper Guild took me to 
press club for some drinking, he introduced me to Wellington Roe. £oe had the public-rela- 
S°if T°*V| 0f promoting the Edward G. Robinson movie. Confessions of a Nazi Spy. He asked 

SeJLt STS C0U i i P ^ tbat x that Nye had introduced a law to 

prevent the wearing of such umfnas as the Nazd bunf/wore, and that fit with the idea I 

had of the movie I d Mot see»p&ef perfectly. S 0 , working with Spike, I got Nye to 
sponsor* private , pre-release showing for government and other prominent people. It was 
in the auditorium of the Labor department. 

Then we were inf the war and Nye saTwas an isolationist. started up another 
Senate investigation, of the movie industry, alleging it was - not, this was before 
Pearl Harbor - alleging it was trying to get us into the war. 

Earlier, tfenigh Pat °ackson, I'd met Prank LaPalse (, correct), who worked in n.r. 
and advertising for Warner Brothers, who produced that movie. He* office was the floor 
above Pat's in the Karle ^uilding, owned by the Warners, at 13 and E NW. (“emenber the 
arle ftestaurent ITn which we got sevenpeourse dixmers for less than a dollar? x t was 
in the basement of that building.) So, when they had Harry Warner on the stand and were 
grilling him, particularly about this #ovie, I phoned Prank. He'd had nothing to do with 
the promotion I'd arranged for that movie, with Nye as the sponsor and ‘■‘pike making the 
arrangements, so he'd forgotten it. When I remindedhin he was excited. He sure should 
have been! Well, the next day, with Earner on the stand and N ye pummelling him about this 
terrible movie intended to get us into the terrible war, Warner brought out that the frery 
first showing of it, for all those bigshots only, was by Nye himself! 

That ended that “ye investigation and all complaints about the movie industry 



trjiing to get us into the war. 

It also taught when when I was still young how much appreciation to expect of 
people you help, for whom you do t :e work they are paid to do 0 

I got nothing fraa hoe or the agency he worked for or from Warners for arranging 
this spectacular and unusual promotion for an expensive movie. Not even a Warners' pass. 

£ i'OWi 

I'm sure oe'never let it be known how that was arranged. 

And when I saveithe Warners and ^llywood from this Senate investigation? 

I 

Not a thing. And I m sure that iaFalse never let anyone know how he was able to 
sJTave his embarrassed boss, harry Warner, how he was able to come up with what killed 
that investigation and meant so much to Hollywood. ifim sure he led then to believe that 
he alone had done it. 

1 don't remember ever thinking of this until now, but Spike had the large 
audience which filled that auditorium full of Senators, Congressmen and their staffs. 
The anti-baZi reaction to the showing was good. But at the time of the investigation 
nobody from the ^111 remembered that ^ye had sponsored the showing or, if any did, they 
considered it politically wise not to antagonize the isolationists and all were silent 
about Nye's sponsorship. 


Best, 




